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Authors Note

This book studies the subject of House in Iran before 1920 and after 1960.

In the period from 1960 to the publication of this book (2009) deep economic, social, and cultural changes have
taken place as Iranian cities have greatly expanded. Before 1920 a major portion of the country’s resources
and capitals, both natural and manufactured (architecture and urban heritage of Iran), were spent in developing
the contemporary cities. Subsequently a great number of buildings, especially houses built before 1920, were
torn down for the sake of “development, progress and flourish.” The parcels of land on which the so-called
contemporary houses were built thus incurred high commercial and service values, and changed the indigenous
face of the cities. The generations born in the 1980s, 1990’s, and since then have been increasingly removed
from life in Iranian indigenous houses and cities. They have little or no experience of living in such houses and
city environment. Having been cut off from the past and finding it very hard to find suitable dwelling, due
to artificially created price hikes, have created disorientation on the one hand and deep dissatisfaction of the
quality of life on the other hand among the residents of houses in contemporary Iranian cities. Recognizing and
acknowledging the reasons of such discontentment make it possible to intelligently address the problem.

This book is a step toward a novel recognition of the specificities of indigenous architecture of Iranian houses
in order to suggest new grounds for resurrecting contemporary architecture of Iranian house. It pays attention
to recognizing the general discontent of residents of contemporary houses from the point of view of architecture
of houses in cities in Iran. It argues that it would be possible to combine talent and knowledge to fulfill the
desire and need of the present generation who seek real changes in the existing housing situation.

Steps have been taken to recognize the specificities of architecture of Iran and many more steps remain to be
taken to exploring more innovative and culturally appropriate ways. What the author has in mind, with respect
to contemporary architecture of Iran, is resurrecting the indigenous knowledge and the organization of space
based on the day-to-day needs and necessities of the present.

In doing so, it is hoped to benefit the environmental needs of this diverse land through using the indigenous
architectural knowledge and that of the modern world. Knowledge of the past forms an essential part of our
cultural heritage, providing us with national capital necessary for provisions for realizing the goals mentioned
above. Culture, has been defined as rooted in the past, and Iranians enjoy a long history with rich culture and
civilization. It is thus essential for our young generation to know their architectural heritage and culture.

In this book we explore the following questions:

1. How do we recognize the indigenous architecture of Iran? (Chapter 2)

2. How and on what criteria was the spatial organization formed in Iranian houses? (chapter 4&5)

3. How is the spatial organization organized in contemporary houses and what are the factors guiding it?
(chapter 6)

4. Does the architecture of Iran have the capacity of contemporization, with the possibility to finding guidelines
to design houses based on indigenous architecture of Iran? (chapter 7)
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